Dr. T. B. HEYSLOP (President) said that insanity was incapable of definition, so also was sanity; attempts to define one or the other revealed a narrow comprehension, as the terms were indefinable, hence there could be no line of demarcation between the two. The same held good with regard to responsibility. Until a definition of responsibility was agreed uponl it could not be said what irresponsibility consisted of. Unfortunately, the questions of insanity and responsibility were intermingled. Doctors were questioned in courts of law as to sanity or insanity, but they were not allowed to express any opinion as to responsibility, yet in that lay the crux of the question. Learned judges, in chargiing the jury, held that it was for them, the jury, to deal with the question of responsibility. All who had had experience of the courts would recognize that as the truth. With regard to the McNaughton ruling, one had often encountered cases in which this ruling had been applied to the criminal who did not come within its provisions at all, and the criminal, having been found guilty, suffered the extreme penalty of the law. He asked what the McNaughton ruling had to say about somnambulism, the dream-state, epileptic automatism, and various types of epilepsy, and he replied that it had nothing whatever to say about them. It was pathetic to sit in court and hear a jury being charged to apply rules which had no bearing whatever on the case; it was quite a frequent occurrence. This early Victorian ruling of 1843 was applied indiscriminately to all and sundry. The ruling should be banished from the courts, and every case treated on its merits, medical witnesses being allowed to give evidence on responsibility, not on insanity alone. This subject could not be dealt with conclusively until Harley Street was recognized on the question of responsibility.
Mr. DONALD CARSWELL, in acknowledging a vote of thanks for his paper, referred to a case which occurred twenty'years ago, involving an obvious miscarriage of justice from the application of the McNaughton Rules. He felt very strongly that these rules ought to be annulled.
